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SOHO & The Hay Hotline
The SOHO (Save Our Horses) fund
continues to grow as donations appear
at the office like fresh buds at spring;
occasionally a few days will pass
without receiving any donations and
then suddenly a farmer will donate
100 bales of hay or a local veterinar-
ian will bring a generous check to the
office.

As of the printing of this newsletter
the Horse Council has spent roughly
two-thirds of the SOHO funds to
provide temporary feed for 129
horses in 15 counties.  With the
change in weather and new spring
grass the expectation is that the calls
to the Hotline (866-634-0030) for hay
assistance will decrease.

 Any remaining SOHO funds will be
used to support the Safety Net
program (which purchases feed for

Status of bill to eliminate sales tax on horse feed and other farm items
House Bill #249 was filed by Royce Adams in the House.  As of the printing of this newsletter, it looks like the odds are
slim that it will pass this session due to the extremely tight state budget; this bill, if it were passed, would reduce state
income by an estimated $6 Million.

The impact on horse owners is the elimination of sales tax on the following items: hay, feed, feed additives, water and
waterer systems, wormer, fly repellents, equine grooming supplies, straw and other bedding supplies, and seed and
commercial fertilizer to
be applied on land, the
products from which
ordinarily constitute
feed for equine if these
items are purchased for
equine.

The Horse Council will
keep you posted as to
the status of this bill at
www.kentuckyhorse.org.

horses temporarily when the owner
has an injury or change in employ-
ment status), provide training for
local authorities on identifying and
addressing equine neglect and abuse,
and other equine health and welfare
programs.  For more information
about SOHO please visit http://
www.kentuckyhorse.org/
SOHO_describe.shtml.

Equine Rescue Meeting
As part of continued efforts to
support the health and well-being of
Kentucky horses, the Horse Council
hosted an Equine Rescue Group
meeting on March 25th.

Horse Welfare Update Thirty-five individuals  from around
the state representing more than a
dozen equine rescue organizations
attended the networking session.

 The meeting was an overwhelming
success as ideas for improving rescue
were debated and evaluated.  Ideas
discussed included: transitioning to
coalition fundraising, developing
standards for equine rescues, devel-
oping volunteer guidelines and a
volunteer handbook, sharing re-
sources, networking rescue groups
through online chat rooms, and more.

The group also discussed developing
a hay bank and other needed re-
sources.  Until a more formal
arrangement is made one of the
rescues volunteered an extra barn in
which to “bank” hay.

The group will meet again on June
21, 2008.  For more information or
for Rescue Meeting updates email
info@kentuckyhorse.org or call 859-
367-0509.


